DAUGHTERS   OF   QUEEN   VICTORIA

of his allies, the love of the German people, and the
goodwill of foreign countries/5 omitting his father's
name.   Then once more there came up the question
of his sister Victoria's marriage to Prince Alexander.
The  Emperor  Frederick  had  made   his  will two
months before his death and in it he had written
(addressing his son) :   "In case I am summoned
hence I wish to have it set in evidence as my unbiased
personal  opinion that I  entirely  acquiesce in the
betrothal   of your  second   sister  with   the  Prince
Alexander of Battenberg.    I charge you as a filial
duty with the accomplishment of this my desire,
which your sister Victoria for so many years has
cherished in her heart.   I count upon your fulfilling
your duty as a son by a precise attention to my
wishes, and as a brother by your not withdrawing
your co-operation with your sister."   Two days after
his father's death the  Emperor William wrote to
Prince Alexander that the marriage must be given
up " owing to the profound conviction previously
held by my late deceased grandfather and father."1
At first sight that seems like a deliberate falsification
of his father's express wishes, but that was not quite
the case.   Since the Emperor Frederick had written
those words, the whole situation had changed.   The
Queen in her last visit to Berlin had convinced her
daughter and son-in-law that if William was against
the marriage it would be a fatal mistake, and they
had acquiesced.   And Prince Alexander no longer
wished to marry Princess Victoria.   As Prince of
Bulgaria such an alliance might have been of great

1 Ludwig, Kaiser Wilhelm II, p. 56.
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